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Color Figure 11.1 from Chapter 11 

 

 
 

 
Spurious Correlation: Per Capita Cheese Consumption Correlates with Number of People Who Died by 

Becoming Tangled in Their Bedsheets (Vigen, n.d.). The black line represents number of people who died. 

The red line represents per capita cheese consumption. The Y-axis (vertical) on the left indicates pounds 

of cheese. The Y-axis on the right indicates number of deaths from 2000 -2009. The Pearson correlation 

rate is r = .947. In practical terms, a perfect correlation would be r = 1.0, meaning every time a person ate 

a pound of cheese, someone would die by tangling in their bedsheet 

 

 
Source 
Vigen, T. (n.d.). Spurious correlations. https://www.tylervigen.com/spurious-correlations 
 
Copyright information 
From the website: Anything posted on here is released under a Creative Commons Attribution License. 
You can use it for any purpose, even commercial purposes. You have my permission to remix and repost 
and re-whatever.  
 


